January 27, 2009

Honourable Zoe Lofgren, Chairperson
Honourable Steve King, Ranking Member

The U.S. House of Representatives

The Subcommittee on Immigration, Citizenship,
Refugees, Border Security and International Law
2138 Rayburn House Office Building,
Washington, DC. 20515 USA

Dear Honourable Zoe Lofgren and Honourable Steve King,

On behalf of the National Association of Japanese Canadians (NAJC), we write to
express our strong support of the HR42/S69 “Commission on Wartime Relocation and
Internment of Latin Americans of Japanese Descent Act”.

The NAJC was formed in the 1940’s, at the end of WWII, to seek fairness and justice for
Japanese Canadians who had been denied their civil liberties. As part of our mission
statement, we “strive for equal rights and liberties for all people, particularly racial and
ethnic minorities”. We strongly urge you and every member of your Subcommittee to
support this bill and work towards passing this bill in the Congress. This bill would
provide the opportunity for a formal investigation to the relocation, internment and
deportation of Japanese Latin Americans by the Government of the USA, at the time of
WWII.

Twenty-one years after the American and Canadian Governments in 1988 redressed the
wrongs inflicted upon Japanese Americans and Japanese Canadians during WWII , there
is still no satisfactory justice for the Japanese Latin Americans who suffered uprooting
and internment by the American Government. Time is passing for many of these
Japanese Latin Americans. The NAJC adds our voice to the many individuals, groups and
organizations who uphold the principles of human rights and social justice and who are
seeking appropriate remedies for the issues related to the WWII internment of the
Japanese Latin Americans.

The HR42/S69 is an important and right step in bringing this painful chapter in the

history of your country to a close. We believe this bill deserves your support as an
important civil and human rights measure. We urge you to work for its enactment.

Respectfully,

Terumi Kuwada
President
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