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Japanese Latin American Commission Bill Passes
House Judiciary Committee

LOS ANGELES, CA — Yesterday, a bipartisan majority of members of the House Judiciary Committee voted to
favorably report the Commission on Wartime Relocation and Internment of Latin Americans of Japanese
Descent Act (H.R. 42). Now that the legislation passed the full Committee, it is ready for the floor of the House
of Representatives.

“I commend chairman John Conyers and the members of the Judiciary Committee for recognizing the
importance and timeliness of this legislation,” said Christine Oh, Legislative Director of Campaign For Justice.
“Yesterday’s result is a testament to the fact that our national leaders and representatives are moving this
country in the right direction. | urge the leadership of the House of Representatives to expedite the bill to floor
vote while there are former internees still left to tell their stories,”

If passed by House of Representatives and Senate and signed into law, the JLA Commission bill would establish
a commission to investigate and determine the facts surrounding the wartime deportation, internment and
relocation of Latin Americans of Japanese descent by the U.S. government and recommend any appropriate
remedies based on its findings.

Former internees, their families, and members of the campaign are extremely grateful to our friends and
supporters for their encouragement and partnership on this very timely and important bill. We ask that our
supporters spread the word to their contacts to push for passage of the bill in the House of Representatives.

The House Judiciary Committee also favorably reported H.R. 1425, the “Wartime Treatment Act,” which would
establish two fact-finding commissions, one to study the internments and restrictions imposed by the U.S.
government on certain European Americans and European Latin Americans during World War Il, and the other
to study government policies limiting the ability of Jewish refugees to come to the United States before and
during the war.

For more information, please contact Christine Oh, CFJ Legislative Director, at (213) 500-9346 or
info@campaignforjusticejla.org. Visit the CFJ website at www.campaignforjusticejla.org.
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